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640 THE ALL IRELAND BEVEEW [Novirit?Ea 29t 1902. 

different leaders without 
unity 

of purpose or design, and 
as yet, though there was much plunder, there was, except 
at Limerick, no attempt made at permanent settlement. 

But in 832 Surgenius,18 the most Tenowed of these 

vikings, appeared. Some obscurity surrounds his origin 
and exploits, and it has been sought to identify him with 

Rynan Lodbry, who fought and fell in Northumbria. 
There are undoubtedly points of resemblance, if not of 
identification. They lived during the same years, they 

were famous and successful vikings, each was 
put to 

death by their Christian foes, Surgenius had a lord 

deputy named Gormundlus, or Germo, and Scandinavian 

history records that the dominions acquired by the sword 
of Rynan were for a time ruled by a chieftain of that 
name! The name Surgenius is nothing 

more than 

Thorgils latinised, which means servant of Thor, the war 

god of the North, a name which might be fittingly 
applied to Rynan.19 If the identity of these two chiefs be 

established, then we must accept the legend that Rynan 
died in Ireland, and discredit that which declares that he 
was defeated and taken prisoner by King Ella of 

Northumberland, and that he was flung into a 
dungeon 

filled with vipers and venomous serpents, who stung him 

to death. And in his death song he joyfully accepted his 
fate, and smiled with pleasure when he reflected that a 

place was reserved for him in the halls of Odin, and soon 
seated at the great banquet table he should drink flowing 
draughts of beer from cups of horn.20 Whatever may be 

thought of Rynan Lodbroy, there is no doubt that 

Surgenius is a historical personage ; there is no doubt as 

to his arrival in Ireland, and the time of his coming and 
the time of his death are matters of certainty. Equally 
ferocious as the other Norse leaders, who preceded him, 
he entertained greater designs, and had greater capacity 
for command. Tired, perhaps, of the cheerless climate 

and barren soil of Norway, he desired a land with a more 

genial climate and more fertile fields. Like the other 

vikings, he was ever ready for plunder, but plunder 
was 

not his only ambition, and apparently he meditated the 

permanent conquest of Ireland. Nor were the times 

unpropitious for his designs. The Northern half of 
Ireland was for ages the patrimony of the sons of Nial, 
and from the kings of Meath, Tirconnell, and Tirmen, the 
Ardris were alternately drawn. This arrangement was 

received with disfavour by the kings of Cashel; their 

homage to Ardris was 
given with reluctance, and some 

times they claimed to be Ardris themselves. Fedliny, 
one of the ablest and most ambitious of the Southern 

princes, now filled the throne of Cashel. Too great to be 
a subject, unwilling to acknowledge 

a 
superior, 

or even an 

equal, he could see no reason why a 
king of Cashel should 

not also be king of Ireland. If he was, as is sometimes 

said, a 
bishop21 

as well as 
king, his virtues were not those 

which befit the episcopacy. He was careful to make his 

religion subservient to his ambition, and had little scruple 
as to the means he employed in the attainment of his 
ends. Three times in quick succession he plundered 

Clonmacnoise, and on one of these occasions (833) he 

spoiled and pillaged up to the church doors,aa and 
butchered the monks like sheep. The monasteries of 

Durrow and Kildare he also 
plundered, 

and from the 

fears and impotence of Firanen, the Primate of Armagh, 
then an exile at Kildare,23 he extracted submission and 

homage. He overran Meath and Bregia (839), and then 

rested at Tara in the ruined palace 
of the ancient kings. 

Sometimes he is counted among the Ardris, though he 
was never universally recognised. Concurrently with 

these events disputes arose between rival claimants for 

the see of Armagh; the native princes took sides, and 

these contests were no less bitter than those between 

Fedling and his antagonists.24 
But while the native princes were thus divided, the 

whole forces of the Northmen, latterly much augmented, 

ranged themselves under the able leadership of Surgenius. 
In their ships, some sailed up the Shannon and cast 
anchor at Lough Ree, some remained at Limerick, some in 

Carlingford Bay, some at Dundalk, some at Lough N eagh, 
and while sixty ships 

were on the Boyne, sixty others 

were on the Liffey.25 From these vessels they sallied 

forth, and harrassed the surrounding country. They 

plundered Clondalkin (833), Glendalough, Slane, and the 
churches of Ormond (834), all Connaught (835), the 

Kingdom 
of Meath, and the churches of Erne and 

Inniscaltra (836). Dublin was 
captured in the same year. 

Ulster was harassed, and Armagh plundered (838), and 
Clonmacnoise and Clonfert and Larrha and Ierdaglass 
were burned (841). 

The monasteries everywhere 
were the first objects of 

attack. 

A REVIEW OF THE ALL IRELAND REVIEW. 
To see ourselPs as ithers see us.?Burns. 

Urn?yes. Here's a newsagent. Must read these con 

tents sheets. Wonder what envied wight is having a 

penalty of distinction by being made a subject on the 
editorial dissecting table this week ? " All Ireland 

Review 
" 

Never heard of that paper before. Let me 

see. " 
Edited by Standish O'Grady." Remember that 

name. He struck a bog of stars?once coming from a 

fair, or a 
christening, 

or 
something of that sort. Must 

get the paper though : maybe it tells who found him 
there and how he got home. 

'M, yes. Nice looking little paper. Advertisements ; 
Irish manufacture, not patent panaceas and Brummagem 

jewellery. That looks healthy so far. Now about the 
matter. What is this ? 

" 
Irish Oratory and Orators.'' 

Merciful heaven, Bpare and protect 
us ! Shall we never 

have anything but a chronic epidemic of orators, oratory, 
and?famines ! 

Oh, I see. The Editor is thinking something that way 
too ; shows his good sense. 

" 
The Three Stones of Islay."?Ah, I see. This is 

a poem in something about twenty-four?I'll count 'em 

one/two, no^ only twelve stanzas. Must be high class 

poetry, too. "Can't understand a word of it. However, 
the Editor asks that it be read at least twice. Must have 
another try at it. No, behanged if I can be floundering 
through "spin-drift" and knocking my shins against 
rocks and things hunting the vision of a nightmare. Why 
doesn't that poet buy a box of what-do-you-call-em's pills 
and get his digestion regulated like a sensible person ? 

" 
The Connaught Rangers' claim to a medal/'?And 

why not ? Aren't medals almost as 
plenty 

as buttons on 

the soldier's tunic nowadays ? To be sure they 
are not 

nearly so useful. But if the boys will have them 
what matters another half dozen or so ? Besides they add 

distinction to?the man not wearing any. 
"Bits of Ireland.?Dun-na-mase." A well-drawn 

pen picture in prose-poem colouring, from a somewhat 

dreamy and rather biassed imagination elevated in the 
clouds on a fine morning in spring. 

"Chicory Cultivation.'' ? 
Why not in Ireland? 

Hanged if I know. But what do we want it for, anyway ? 

Why not first those 
" 

crops 
" 

our fathers were used to, 
and that the country wants, and can grow without 
" 

acclimatising 
" 

and 
" 

experimenting ? 
" 

Why not grow 
wheat enough for our bread, and oats instead of American 

maize, and so feed our 
people without unnecessary im 

portations. And why not eat Irish beef and mutton 
instead of sending the best of it to England, and import 
ing inferior meat from Argentina or New Zealand for 

18 Wars of Gael and Gall, chap. 9, and Introduction, p. 43. 
19 

Halliday, Scandinavian Kingdom of Dublin, pp. 28 to 32. 
20 

Thierry, History of the Norman conquest (Boyne's European 
Librarv)* 21 

Wars of Gael and Gall, Todd's, Introduction, p. 45. 
23 

Healy, p. 275. 
23 Four Masters. 

24 Gael and Gall Introduction, pp. 46-7. Four Masters at 851. 
25 Four Masters. 
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November 29, 1902.] TH? ALL IRELAND REVIEW. 641 

those at home who can afford that luxury ? Why not ! 

Why can't those All Ireland people find out and tell us 
the remedy ? Then, perhaps, 

we may afterwards discuss? . 

chicory ! 
academically or otherwise. 

"Classic Gods of Ethnic Ireland."?Very interest1 

ing this. I like it particularly well. Remember exploring 
Dowth and New Grange, and why on earth more 

attention was not given to those old relics of which 
somebody has said that they were " old before the 
foundations of the pyramids of Egypt were laid ? 

" 
Yes, 

those old gods of the Ethnic Ireland of our progenitors 
are an 

interesting story. But, 
" 

in the name of all the 

gods at once," what is the writer of 
lt 

The Introduction 
of Christianity in Ireland " 

driving at ? What axe is he 
trying to grind, any way ? Seems wanting to disprove 
something or other, for some set purpose I should fancy. 

More advertisements. Irish too. Very good. Hope 
this clean, decent, respectable, if somewhat weak-kneed, 

literary bantling is going to do well. Should be sorry were 
it otherwise, for it is a well-intentioned little journal, 

which has a field of usefulness before it?the more so if it 
develops a little more vigour?and fights shy of poetry. 

Lorcan MacShane. 

[Dear Mr. McShane,?Thanks for gentle raillery; but 
you will understand better if you go on reading. 

Yes, I do want to see the old-fashioned agriculture 

extending 
more and more into the Empire of Bos, whose 

economic position too is becoming 
" 

shaky," for he is not 

at all such a money maker as he used to be. 
Then I want to see 

Agriculture grow more intense 
and tending more towards horticulture, having witnessed 
the miracles wrought by such industry in the Channel 
Islands, and am looking to the Department to get in 
instructors from these and the Scilly Isles and Brittany, 

and wherever else Homo has utterly dispossessed Bos and 
is evoking great wealth out of the soil. 

You are right about 
" 

the Introduction of Christianity." 
The author, Herr Zimmer, wants to prove that St. 
Patrick is virtually a creation of the 7 th century; was in 
fact Palladius, and of no account in Ireland, and did 
nothing here worth the mention ! ! 

And I don't mind your severe epithets ; not a bit.?Ed.] 
* * 

* 

Dear Mr. O'Grady?I wish to become a subscriber to 
the All Ireland Review. If we are to make the 

" 
new 

country 
" 

it must, and can only be by the combination 
of all parties, factions, and elements working harmoniously 
for the common 

good of our common country. We stand 
on the same platform. 1 shall also bring your paper and 
views before the attention of others.?Yours sincerely, 

J. T. 

[Dear J. T.?Thanks. Yes, the times are 
calling 

loudly for such a movement, in the incipient stages of 
which you are 

doing more than a man's work. What do 

you think, however, of our 
great Irish Dailies at such a 

moment !?their wonderful Imperialism?all of them? 

eyes in London, in the Korea, at the back of the Hindu 
Koosh, etc. ? I do think that we want, just now, more 

than anything else, a great orator, some one with a voice 
that will ring through the land, like an awakening trumpet. 

Do you remember a certain 
" 

oblivious pool," and certain 
millions who lay drenched and drowned there ; and one 
who stood over 

against them, and called, and lifted them 

up out of their Inferno by the mere word of his mouth ? 
I never heard a great orator myself, but can 

imagine 
such a one?shedding light and scattering fire through this 
dark and torpid land; for we want both; light and fire, 
and interfused. 

You meet many men and will bring into the movement 

all the talent and public spirit you can find ; but, please, 
consider, too, the wonders and marvels which Nature has 
attached for ever to the mere power of speech ; the im 

measurable potencies of the human voice.?Ed.] 

THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY INTO 
IRELAND. (Continued). 

[What follows is portion of a book by Herr Zimmer, of 
the Berlin University, entitled, 

" The Celtic Church 
in Great Britain and Ireland/' published by David 

Nutt, Longacre, England. 
The writer seeks to maintain that our St Patrick 

was a 
legendary creation of the 7th century.?Ed.] 

There may have been other factors as well. Pelagius 
is usually spoken of as a Britto or Britannus by birth, 
but his chief adversary, Jerome, in two places expressly 
describes him as Irish, and the above mentioned facts 

lend support to this view. A sincere and earnest thinker, 

Pelagius did not adopt heretical views until he came to 
Rome, about the year a.D. 400. But if he did come from 
a Christian monastery in the south-east of Ireland, he 

would, as a matter of course, take care that his works 

reached home, in the same way as towards the end of the 
same century the semi-Pelagian, Faustus Britto, who 

lived in Southern Gaul, sent his writings to his native 
land by his fellow-country-man, Riocatus. 

Natural partiality for their learned fellow-countryman 
would unconsciously influence the Irish, even in later 
times. It could not but enhance the renown of the Irish 

monasteries of the end of the fourth century that they 
should have produced a champion capable of defending 
himself in Greek at the Synod of Jerusalem in A.D. 415, 
whereas his opponedt, Orosius, ccording to his own testi 

mony, had no 
mastery of the language, and needed an 

interpreter. It would show us how far back we could 
date the study of Greek in those Irish monasteries, which, 
four hundred years after the death of Pelagius, produced 
a Johannes Scottus Eriugena, whose fate on the continent 

was similar to that of Pelagius. Even if the great esteem 
in which Pelagius was still held in Ireland during the 
seventh and eighth centuries cannot be regarded as 

decisive confirmation of Jerome's assertion of his Irish 

nationality, yet the facts quoted above are at least incom 

patible with the official Patrick legend (i.e. that Ireland 
was still heathen in A.D. 431, and that Patrick Christian 
ised it and organised the Church). 

For we know that Honorius and Zosimus annihilated 

Pelagianism within the border of the Roman state and 
see, in the year 418; that in 429 Germanus, commissioned 

by Celestine; extirpated it in South Britain. If the 
Patrick legend reflected actual history, if Ireland were 

really heathen prior 
to his advent, we could only explain 

the authority enjoyed by Pelagius' commentary in Ireland 

by assuming that Patrick, the friend of Germanus of 

Auxerre, was himself Pelagian, 
an 

assumption which is, 
of course, absurd. But if we admit that the south of 
Ireland was already Christian in the first quarter of the 
fifth century, it is comprehensible that Pelagianism, which 
we know to have existed in the south-west of Britain in 

A.D. 429, should also have found its way to South Ireland, 
whether Pelagius 

was Irish or not. 

While the above discussion has shown us that the 
fundamental basis of the Patrick legend is wrong, and 

that Ireland, especially that part of Ireland which stood 
in close contact with the south-west of Britain, must have 

been to a large extent Christian about 430, linguistic facts 
prove that Christianity must have come to Ireland from 
Britain, British and and Irish are both dialects of Celtic. 
The following differences of sound may be distinguished 
in the fourth century :? 

1. Old Celtic long ? is preserved in Irish, but has 

developed a different pronunciation in British, changing 
through ? to ?, so that Old Irish l?n, l?r, m?r are repre 
sented by l?n, l?r, m?r in Old British. 

2. The labiovelar guttural (Latin qw) has in Old Irish 
become a single guttural (k), written c, but in British 
without exception py so that Old Irish cenn, crann, mac 

equal penn, prenn, map in Old British. 
3. For the combination sr, which is preserved in Irish, 

-y .u On Approved Securities at 
* * LOW Rates of Interest. 
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